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Trends in sports industry research in Japan:
focusing on related policies and research subjects

Daichi UTSUNOMIYA, Katsuya WAKIMOTO, Takahiro KITAMURA

Abstract

This research aims to provide an overview focused on policy changes and research subjects concerning research
trends related to the sports industry in Japan. Analysis was performed on 255 papers published in volume 1 (1991)
through volume 23, issue 2 (2013) of the Journal of Japan Society of Sports Industry, the bulletin of the Japan
Society of Sports Industry. Analysis methods involved counting the frequency with which the keywords listed appear
in each paper, and identifying overall and yearly trends for research subjects. Attention was then directed towards
study subjects and major policy changes related to sports, and the details of the content considered in detail.

Results showed that overall, the keywords appearing with highest frequency were, in order of frequency,
"skiing," "J League," "physical activity," and "FEM." Recent years have shown a trend for increasing use of
keywords related to strength training and care welfare. From a policy standpoint, trends in research show many
instances of research related to sports instructors and integrated regional sports clubs, as well as research that takes
into account studies on health promotion, sports tourism, and systems for designating managers. From a subject
standpoint, the variety of research subjects increased over the years. With regard to team sports, there was a great
deal of research concerning the management of teams and leagues, while on the individual sports front much research
focused on the development of tools and training methods. Furthermore, forums and symposiums on these subjects
were held before and after big sporting events. In other words, research concerning sports industry science appears
to be expanding in terms of both policies, subjects, and sporting events. Looking towards the holding of the Tokyo
Olympic and Paralympic Games in 2020, increased activity and development in research related to sports industry

science performed in order to foster a cycle of positive reinforcement can also be anticipated.
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