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A Study on the Population Characteristics and Current Living Condition
of a Town Suffering from Depopulation and Aging

Toshio YAMAZAKI *, Shunichi TAKESHITA *, Hiroko MAEDA *, Misaki SUMINO *

Abstract

Minamiosumi-cho, Kagoshima Prefecture, located in the southernmost of mainland Japan, is remarkable for
the high aging rate of its population, combined with a high rate of population decline. The aging rate of the town's
population as of October 2010 was 43.3 percent, which is the highest rate in the prefecture, and the population of the
town has decreased by 22 percent in the past 14 years.

This paper analyzes the current and future demographics of the settlements of the town, and also offers an
analysis of a survey of the current living conditions for the chairman of each settlement. The findings of the analysis
are summarized as follows:

1. The smaller the population of a settlement, the higher the aging rate of the population.

2. The smaller the population of a settlement, the more problems it faces.

3. Estimates of future population performed using the “cohort-component method” show that approximately
two thirds of the settlements are likely to fall into “critical settlement,” which means that more than 50% of
residents will be older than 65 in 2030.

4. In 2030, elderly people over the age of 75 will account for approximately one third of the total population of

the town
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