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A study on the introduction of the Western military drill and the preservation of
martial arts in the domain of Ohmura
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the introduction of the Western military drill and modern education in
Ohmura from the end of the Tokugawa period to the early regime of Emperor Meiji and to explain the position of
martial arts in those days. The focus has to be on transition period between conventional martial arts and modern
physical education, because modern physical education in Japan has its origins in the Western military drill. This
paper is based on two historical sources, Kuyo jitsuroku and Ohmura-han shikou.

After Ohmura Sumihiro had ascended the 12" domanial lord in Ohmura in 1847, the domain of Ohmura
intensified a sense of military crisis. He and his retainer, Egashira Kandayu, built the fortresses in 1853 though
they had not adopted Japanese—style gunnery yet. According to Kuyo jitsuroku, they caught the trend of
introducing of the Western military drill in 1855, but their ideal for acquiring the Western military drill schemed by
them was not realized. In 1864 Japanese—style guns changed into Western—style guns. The domain of Ohmura laid
the foundation of the Western military drill by 1866 and trained the British military drill with Satsuma. With the
collapse of the Tokugawa shogunate and the advent of the Meiji Restoration in 1870, Ohmura turned from the
British military drill to the French one. Howevwer the Gokoukan’s (the domanial school in Ohmura) reformation
implemented in 1864 commanded clansmen to train in swordsmanship, spearmanship, horsemanship. While it was
obvious that the domanial lord and one of his retainers, Watanabe Nobori who drafted the Gokoukan’s reformation,
had known about the introduction of the Western military drill and had information about it, the former admired the
achievements of the swordsmen in Ohmura who made efforts to train in swordsmanship for a long time. Therefore
this paper describes how the preservation of martial arts and the introduction of the Western modern military drill
were carried out side by side.
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