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A comparative study of Japanese historical performance in indoor team sports
of ball games in the Olympics

—evaluation by results that increased participation score —

Ken MIURA®, Koji HAMADA™

Abstract

In the present study, we numerically rated the results that increased participation score for three indoor team

sports, specifically basketball, volleyball, and handball, in the Olympic Games held thus far, and investigated
Japan’s world ranking and changes in the performance of each continent.
In the world rankings for the Olympic Games, Japan ranked 5" in men’s volleyball and 1* in women’s volleyball,
establishing itself as a traditional powerhouse in the sport. In addition, Japan ranked 26" in men’s basketball, 14"
in women’s basketball, and 23" in both men’s and women’s handball. However, in recent years Japan has had great
difficulty qualifying for the Olympic Games in these sports, let alone winning medals.

In contrast, countries in the Continent of Europe were found to be participating and improving their
performance in the Olympics in recent years. As for the 5 events except the men’s basketball, power of the
Continent of Europe strongly keeps constant power until the present age from the early stage of generation. On
the other hand, only the men’s basketball was strong in power of the Continent of America by the early stage of
generation. And the Continent of Europe extended them power gradually. The Continent of Europe exceeded them
power of the Continent of America in 1960’s, and keep this situation.
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