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Calling on the Japanese Government to enact Bioethics and
Biosafety Act concerning IVF-ET Treatment in Cooperation with Others
Who Offer to Donate Their Own Eggs as Soon as Possible

Masayuki KODAMA*

Abstract

In 2006 Dr. Katsuhiko Takahashi, Director of Hiroshima HART Clinic, filed the first application of IVF-ET(in
vitro fertilization and embryo transfer) treatment in cooperation with others who offer to donate their own eggs,
whilst asking for nothing in return, to JISART (Japanese Institution for Standardizing Assisted Reproductive
Technology). In 2008 two patients, who had applied for IVF-ET treatment, gave birth to babies.

Nonetheless, in reality, since April in 2003 IVF-ET treatment using eggs from friends of patients or their
sisters has been prohibited by the Japanese Government and JSOG (Japan Society of Obstetrics and Gynecology).
In other words, both the Japanese Government and JSOG have given Japanese doctors permission only under
exceptional circumstances such as IVF-ET treatment using eggs and sperms of the third parties.

The important thing is that, two patients applied for IVF-ET treatment have borne babies by using eggs
donated by a friend or a sister of theirs, who had asked for nothing in return. What is more important is that such
kind of babies will probably increase in the future.

In this paper, I would like to call on the Japanese Government to enact bioethics and biosafety act concerning
IVE-ET treatment in cooperation with others including friends of patients or their sisters who offer to donate their
eggs immediately from the viewpoint of welfare for newborn babies.
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