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A Study of Managerial Resources of Soccer Clubs:
Focused on the Club of JFL and Regional Leagues

Misaki SUMINO", Toshio YAMAZAKI®

Abstract

The objective of the present study was to obtain basic data on the management of soccer clubs and soccer
leagues by focusing on the club managerial resources owned by the Japan Football League (JFL) and local leagues
(Hokkaido, Tohoku, Kanto, Hokushinetsu, Tokai, Kansai, Chugoku, Shikoku, and Kyushu) and by comparing
organizations based on their management structures and club goals. Surveys were sent via postal mail to a total of
104 clubs, and the responses yielded the following results.

1) Although the teams primarily take the form of sports departments established within companies, a wide variety
of structures were observed among the clubs in terms of their attributes. Clubs also consisted of a mixture of
those that aspire to join the J League and those that do not.

2) In terms of human resources, considerable disparities were evident between clubs with regard to their
ownership of professional contract athletes, their ownership of subordinate organizations, and their status
regarding the hiring of staff. Depending on their management structure, clubs reported significant differences
in their owned property, measured based on whether they have secured a practice field. Their financial
resources also vary, as considerable differences in revenues were evident.

3) Even among clubs that aspire to join the J League, there were major differences with regard to their
management structures and current managerial resources.

These results suggest that JFL and local clubs are very diverse in terms of their management structures,
managerial resources, and goals. These differences could have an impact on the management of affiliated leagues
and individual clubs. This report also discusses the management of clubs aspiring to join the ] League, and the
current and future management—related issues facing the JFL and local clubs.

KEY WORDS : Soccer Club, Managerial Resources, JFL, Regional Leagues
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oo 22 60 15,000 1,512.7 3,251.5
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