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English Education at Elementary Schools in a Special Teaching District
O Focusing on Communication with Junior High School Teacher[]

Miki YOSHISHIGE"

Abstract

K City is a government approved special teaching district for English education in elementary schools; the city
has been divided into six educational areas, with each area based on an elementary school called Suishinko. It was
decided to improve communication between elementary and junior high school teachers in regards to English
education in elementary schools. This present study seeks to clarify how much communication has actually taken
place. Ten teachers from nine out of fourteen public junior high schools (6400 ) participated in the survey by
answering a questionnaire in June or July of 2008. The questionnaire was divided into two parts, ‘experience in
teaching English’ and ‘teacher’s communication’, with a total of 26 questions.

The questionnaire clarified the followings concerning junior high school teachers’ communication with
elementary school teachers of English.

1) Junior high school teachers have great interest in English education in elementary schools and have attended
some seminars related to this. However, their information about teaching English at elementary schools is limited
and they have had little chance to talk with elementary school teachers.

2) Eighty percent of junior high school teachers consider it important to have proper communication with
elementary school teachers.

3) Half of junior high school teachers think it is necessary to change their way of teaching English, especially at
the beginning of the first grade, if their students have already studied English in elementary schools.
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