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Desires of residents in community organizations regarding prevention of child
maltreatment: Based on relationships between experience of responses and the
standpoint of community organizations

Hirofumi HIGASHI”, Chihiro TSUNEMATSU""

Abstract

In the present study, we conducted a questionnaire survey regarding child maltreatment on welfare officers,
child welfare workers, and school staff living in areas under the jurisdiction of Kumamoto—ken Hitoyoshi Health
Center in order to determine needs in child maltreatment prevention from the perspective of residents in
community organizations.

A total of 686 subjects were investigated, and the distribution of subjects was roughly proportional to that of
the population of each area. Cross analysis was used to investigate relationships between encounter with cases of
child maltreatment and personal attributes, perception of maltreatment, and coping strategies. The following
results were obtained:

1) Most of the subjects were in their 30s to 50s, and there were almost twice as any women as men.

2) Encounter with cases of child maltreatment was significantly related to school-related cases in men and to
welfare officers and child welfare workers in women.

3) Strong relationships to perception of partial revision of the Child abuse prevention law were observed in both
men and women, with odds ratios of 1.7 to 4.0.

4) No significant relationships were observed for perception of the causes of child maltreatment. However,
regarding perception of the effects of maltreatment on children, a significant relationship was observed for
intellectual development in women.

5) In both men and women, no significant relationships were observed for environmental causes of child
maltreatment such as economic hardship and marital strife. However, regarding contact information, significant
relationships for municipal offices and public institutions were observed in men.

6) No significant relationships were observed for notable points at detection of child maltreatment or the individual
reporting information. Highly significant relationships were observed for participation in arrangements,
cooperation, and meetings relating to child maltreatment prevention networks, with odds ratios of 2.4 to 6.4 in
both men and women.

7) As for the suffering associated with encountering cases of maltreatment, significant relationships were observed
for problems related to privacy and common understanding in both men and women, with odds ratios of 0.5 to
1.6.

8) Regarding the responses of individuals and institutions to child maltreatment, significant relationships were
observed for investigation of family environment in women and for other responses in both men and women.
However, these other responses were not specified and could not be investigated.

*O000000o0oOO00000boooO0OO0b0O0O0boon
“O0oOoooooo

g 150



gooooooboooo o3so, 2009

9) Although no significant relationships were observed for points of improvement in the Child abuse prevention law
in both men and women, a highly significant relationship was observed for implementation of seminars, with odds
ratios of 6.2 for men and 9.1 for women.

These results indicate that measures required for preventing maltreatment in the investigated areas in the
future include frequent implementation of lectures and training regarding the current condition and prevention of
child maltreatment, coping strategies for actual cases, protection of privacy, and other issues for school staff,
welfare officers and child welfare workers based in the community. In addition, regarding contact information for
cases of child maltreatment, establishment of networks and facilities specially built in consideration of the important

role played by municipal offices was considered highly necessary.

KEY WORDS : children, maltreatment, encounter, experience, response, community, organization, group, desire
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