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Objection to Arthur Caplan’ New Eugenics

Masayuki KODAMA"

Abstract

Bioethics scholar Arthur Caplan who studies bioethics asks, “What is immoral about eugenics ?” His theory

is called “new eugenics”.

1 In this paper I summarize A. Caplan’s paper on new eugenics What is immoral about eugenics?

Historically, there are three kinds of eugenics.

(A) Collective negative eugenics involved in eugenic policies

(B) Individual negative eugenics deeply concerned with self-determination

(C) Progressive eugenics deeply concerned with enhancing innate character

His new eugenics is not only individual negative eugenics deeply concerned with self-determination (B) , but

also progressive eugenics deeply concerned with enhancing innate character (C) ; however, it differs from

collective negative eugenics involved in eugenic policies (A).

2 [ his paper clarifies not only the ethical problems of his new eugenics, but also criticizes his new eugenics.
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