Awareness of Reading Strategies and Reading Proficiency in EFL

Miki HASHIGUCHI

Abstract

Reading strategies have often been shown to have a positive effect on a reader's comprehension in a
second/foreign language. The present study investigates the relationship between college students’ awareness of
their reading strategies and their reading proficiency in English as a foreign language. Two groups of students
participated in the study. Group One consisted of 154 native speakers of Japanese, all first-year college
students. Group Two consisted of forty-three native speakers of Japanese taking English , a second-year basic
English class. For data collection, two kinds of instruments were used: a questionnaire on reading strategies and
an English reading proficiency test. The results indicated that more proficient readers were more aware of
“global”or top-down type of reading strategies. Less proficient readers tended to be stuck in more “local”
or bottom-up in their views of reading strategies. This relationship between awareness of reading strategies and
EFL reading proficiency was found in both the freshman and sophomore groups.
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THE STORY OF LEVI STRAUSS

In 1847, when he was 18 years old, Levi Strauss crossed the ocean to join his brothers in New York
City. He was the last brother to leave Bavaria, Germany. Levi quickly learned English, and began peddling
his brothers’ dry goods around the city. Soon he was in California where he was supposed to sell the goods
to miners there, but he had sold everything during his travels cross-country. In fact, all that remained was
one long roll of canvas. The California miners asked Levi for durable, comfortable pants. He took the
canvas to a tailor, who stitched together a pair of overalls according to his specifications. The overalls were
a great success.

A few years later, Strauss decided to make more of his pants using denim and to dye them an indigo
color. Because his new pants were so successful, he soon added shirts, jackets and other clothing to the
line. His handiwork won him fame across the country.

1. Where did Levi Strauss come from?
(a) New York City

(b) California

(c) Bavaria

(d) the countryside

2. What did Levi do with this brothers’ dry goods?
(a) He sold them while traveling.
(b) He gave them to the miners.
(c) He was the last to use them.
(d) He peddled them to a tailor.

3. How did Levi change his jeans?
(a) He started using canvas.
(b) He didn’t use indigo.
(c) He used dyed denim.
(d) He changed their color to black.
4. Levi was so successful that he (a) gave up being a miner.
(b) took lessons from a tailor.
(c) added other types of clothing.
(d) learned English.
5. In the context of the passage, the word roll means (&) toss (b) cake (c) list (d) piece.
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THE CHANNEL TUNNEL

On May 6, 1994, the Channel Tunnel, a railway tunnel which connects Britain and France, was
officially opened. The tunnel runs under the English Channel, an arm of the Atlantic Ocean separating the
island of Britain from mainland Europe. The tunnel, which took more than seven years to complete, is now
considered one of the great building achievements of the 20th century. Paris is now only three hours away
from London by train.

The idea of building a tunnel between England and France was first suggested as long ago as 1802. In
fact, during the 19" and 20" centuries, there have been many attempts to build such a tunnel. Until
recently, however, they had all been unsuccessful. The main reason for this was British fears that a tunnel
could be used to start an attack on Britain. Between 1882 and 1950, the British Parliament refused
permission ten times to build a tunnel. Britain is an island, and this has helped keep the country safe from
its enemies. In fact, Britain has not been invaded since 1066. The sea and the strong British navy have
kept enemies away.

It was not until the 1960s that permission to build a tunnel was given. Actually, simply building a
tunnel never presented such a danger to Britain. The threat was more psychological than physical. British
people liked the feeling of being an island, surrounded by the sea. Even today, many British people would
like Britain to remain as independent of Europe as possible. Most people, however, accept that Britain
needs to be a part of Europe, both for economic reasons and to maintain its influence in the world. Just as
the majority of Britain’ goods are now sold to Europe, so Europeans have become Britain’s partners rather
than its enemies. In this sense, the tunnel can be said to be a symbol of Britain’s new identity as part of
the European Community.

1. The Channel Tunnel
(a) started being built in 1994.
(b) was built in the 19" century.
(c) is only three hours from London by train.
(d) passes under the sea between Britain and France.

2. Why did it take so long before a tunnel was built?
(a) Britain is an island with a strong navy.
(b) The British feared an attack from Europe.
(c) France invaded Britain in the 20th century.
(d) Nobody suggested the idea until the 20" century.

3. Why did British people feel that the tunnel was a threat?
(a) Britain didn’t want to be independent of Europe.
(b) Permission to build it was not given until the 1960s.
(c) They felt protected by the sea around them.
(d) Attempts to build a tunnel had been unsuccessful.



4. Britain has come to see the Europeans as partner because
(a) Europeans have stopped helping Britain’s enemies.
(b) Europe has become very important economically to Britain.
(c) a tunnel under the sea is still a big threat to Britain.
(d) many people want Britain to remain an independent country.

5. Which of the following statements true?
(a) Some British people are not so happy about joining Europe.
(b) The Channel Tunnel has made Europe seem further away to the British.
(c) There was no desire to build a tunnel under the English Channel until recently.
(d) The British Parliament gave permission to build a tunnel in the 19th century.
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