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Pedagogical Methodologies Conducted to Improve a Course

Norihisa GOSHI

Abstract

There has been increasing concern in this country regarding the low academic achievement of Japanese
college students and their lacking motivation to study required subjects. This was evident in the grading results
of freshmen who took a course in physiological anatomy taught by the author in the 2001 academic year. For
instance, only 49% of 153 students passed the course’s final examination. The author has previously reported the
students' low academic achievement in issues of the NIFS bulletin. At present, the author has found no specific
way to solve this problem, apart from accepting the situation and searching for ways to motivate students to
prevent them from failing. The author has come to the conclusion that the contents of study are too difficult for
students to master within the prescribed term in the curriculum. The author needs to make further efforts to
increase students' motivation toward study.
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ABSTRACT

ABSTRACT: It is currently talked

about that many of students in Japan do not have
fundamental knowledge and lack desire to master the
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given subjects. The analysis by the author on the
examination papers of physiological anatomy unfortu-
nately seems to approve such facts....
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