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A Case Study of the Development Process of a Community Club
for Water Sports and Recreation
— A Report on Kanoya’s Water Sports and Recreation Club in Kagoshima Prefecture —

Kenji TANI*, Masaoc MATSUSHITA* and Toshiharu YANAGI®

Abstract

In this country, along with a progressively declining birthrate, an aging society, and the
increasing convenlience of everyday life, the lack of regular physical activity and the weaken-
ing of community spirit has become evident. _

In response to this the Ministry of Education has, viewed creating an environment where
members of the public can adopt sport as a regular and important part of their lifestyle, as a
pressing need. Therefore, following the model of public sports clubs in Europe that play major
roles as centres of community activity, the Ministry is supporting the establishment of
“Comprehensive Community Sports Clubs” here in Japan.

Kanoya’s Water Sports and Recreation Club was established, with the support of the
Nationa! Institute of Fitness and Sports in Kanoya, Center for Water Sports and Sciences, 7
vears ago. The club is currently actively operating as a Community sports club. The purpose
of this study was to introduce the development of this club, and to evaluate many of its
characteristics including the club system, its activity base, instructors, membership, and the
response within the general community towards the club.
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