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A Study on Factors Influencing the Intentions of Spectators in
Professional Baseball Hometown Residents

Naoyuki HARADA™, Yoshihisa MIURA* and Kazunobu MIYATA*

Abstract

Most of the income in the management of the professional baseball team depends on the
sales of the ticket. Therefore, how to attract spectators to baseball stadiums is an important
issue for professional baseball management.

This study focuses on factors that influence the intention of spectators of professional
baseball targeting the residents who live in hometown of the professional baseball team. By
looking at the management strategies of professional baseball teams, it is possible to see what
factors are effective in influencing the attendance patterns of baseball spectators.

The purposes of this study are to analyze factors influencing the intention of spectators
in professional baseball hometown residents.

Data for this research was collected from a total of 327 residents living in Fukuoka City,
Fukuoka Prefecture, in December 1997. A multiple regression analysis was used to examine the
factors which influence the intentions of spectators in professional baseball hometown
residents.

As a result of the analysis, research findings showed that variables influencing the
intention of professional baseball hometown spectators were team information (watching TV
games, watching TV sports news, reading newspapers, reading sports magazines, etc.), age,
sex, expectation of contribution to the district of the professional baseball team, the specta-
tors general attitude towards baseball, and past spectator experience.
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