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Kukai’s use of calligraphy as strategy in missionary
work for the Mikkyo sect of Buddhism

Masayuki KODAMA*

Abstract

Not only were Kukai and Saicho very famous Reformers, but they were also celebrated
calligraphers of the Heian Period. Kukai’s calligraphy contrasts strongly with Saicho’s. A
comparison of the calligraphy of the two men reveals much about their character.

Kukai had good handwriting in the six kinds of forms of kanji, and, what is even better,
he could change the form of kanji, depending on his addressees. Kukai, who was extremely
versatile like Leonardo da Vinci, knew how to get along in life. But Saicho, who dedicated
himself to the Tendai sect of Buddhism through his life, was too earnest to succeed in life.

In this paper Iintend to clarify Kukai’s use of calligraphy as strategy in missionary work

for the Mikkyo sect of Buddhism.
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