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The Religious Reason for the Eccentricities of Zohga, the Holy Buddhist

— A Study of One Tale concerning Zohga (vol.19, § 18) in The Konjaku Tales —
Masayuki KODAMA*

Abstract

Zohga was a very famous and holy Buddhist in the Heian period. In his youth, he studied
alot at the Hieizan mountains near Kyoto in order to become a holy Buddhist.

However he became disappointed with the corruption of the Tendai sect of Buddhism. He
accused the Tendai sect of having much to do with the aristocracy and of being involved in
corruption. Getting angry with those corrupt Buddhists and their patrons, he moved from the
Hieizan mountains to another mountain far from the old capital of Japan.

According to The Konjaku Tales, one day a messenger came and asked Zohga to help his
mistress to become a priestess. Though Zohga ’s disciples were worried about his eruption of
anger, he willingly accepted the offer. However, at the Court he behaved very eccentrically.
In this paper I intend to clarify why Zohga, who was renowned as a holy Buddhist, did such
insane things.
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