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The Factor Suspending Mt. Iwasuge Ski Course Development
on the basis of Newspaper articles.

Masashi Kawanistr * , Nobuhiro Isnizawa ** , Toshiharu Yanact*,
and Kazunobu Miyara ™

Abstract

Mt.Iwasuge of Shiga Height has remained the only mountain that has the nature proper in the
Joshinetu National Park. Once Shiga Height was characterized by its untouched and beautiful
nature, which had developed Japanese traditional culture and arts. Nowdays, however, the eco-
system of Shiga Height is almost completely destroyed because so many ski resorts have been
constructed all over Shiga Height. For the sake of the movement to accommodate the Nagano
Winter Olympic Games, plans to construct new ski downhill courses at Mt. Iwasuge were annou-
nced by Nagano prefecture in 1987. This announcement stunned numerous people, including
Nagano citizens, nature preservation groups as well as scientific researchers. The main purpose
of this treatise was to determine the factors suspending Mt. Iwasuge ski courses development on
the basis of newspaper articles. The researchers coliected 49 newspaper articles in relation to
Mt. Iwasuge ski courses development. Using cluster analysis on the data, the researchers found
three major factors suspending the development of Mt.Iwasuge ski courses. The three factors
were as follows:

1) The movement to bring Winter Olympics without public opinions.
2) Nationwide criticism to the major developers and general contractors.
3) The internbational tendency about Winter Olympic Games.

KEY WORDS : Winter Olympic Games, Nagano Prefecture, Sky Course Development.
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