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Christianity in Modern Japanese Education (6)

— Christian Educational activities in the 1880’ (1> —

Nobuyasu Hirasawa®

Abstract

Confucianism had gradually become dominant, especially in the moral educational policy

of the Meiji government in the 1880’s.
strong in Japan of those days.

At the same time, however, westernization was still

Even the government carried on a westernized policy to show Western manners of
Japanese society toward Western countries (rokumeikan-age).

As new Christian sects added, many missionaries came over the ocean into Japan.

In the

1880’s Christianity had become more and more popular among Japanese. Many mission

schools were founded by missionaries.

Japanese Christians also established private schools.

Some of them even planned or

organized universities in rivalry with the one large governmental university (The Imperial

University=Teikoku-Daigaku).

Among the major higher education schools and the major

cities of Japan, the YMCA movement had been spread to propagate Christianity.
This paper describes the Christian educational activities and the foundation of schools in

the 1880's.
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