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The Medieval Japanese Warrios’ Ethics As Revealed
In the Konjaku Tales and the Ujishui Tales (1)

—In Case of Mitsuru MINAMOTO, Yoshifumi TAIRA,
Masakado TAIRA, and Koremoti TAIRA—

Masayuki KODAMA*

Abstract

In this paper I intend to clarify the medieval Japanese warriors’ ethics as reveal-
ed in the Konjaku Tales and the Ujishui Tales.

Both the Genji and Heike clans were the famous offspring of Japanese emperors.
From the late 9th-century they began to go down to the Kanto district as public offi-
cers, because the Fujiwara clan monopolized many important posts at Court and the
emperial government suffered from financial difficulties.

In the 10th-century Kanto district, there were many problems connected with the
national land system. In those days all the lands legally belonged to the Japanese
emperor, but many peasants wanted to own private lands. Their local new leaders
had a good idea. Fascinated their military power, they dedicated their lands and
peasants to the Genji and Heike clans in exchange for their own protection from the
emperor. The Genji and Heike clans were professionals solving all kinds of land prob-
lems.

Through their public lives, they strongly cooperated with the local new leaders,
continuing to develop and manage the Kanto plain. In order to protect their territo-
ries and servants against enemies they were forced to arm themselves strictly day
after day. As a result, they became armed aristocrats.

What were the 10th-century armed aristocrats’ ethics in the Kanto district?

One was the warriors’ courage. Another was the warriors’ honor.The last one
was the Japanese chivalry, namely courtesy toward women.

KEY WORD : Japanese warriors’ ethics, Japanese chivalry, the Konjaku Tales, the
Ujishut Tales

* BEAH K% National Institute of Fitness and Sports in Kanoya, Kagoshima, Japan.
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