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A Sociological Study on the Present Situation
and Market of Scuba Diving Instructors (I )

—With Special Reference to the Significance
of Scuba Diving Instructor’s License—
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and Kimihiko OYAMA**

Abstract

Scuba diving has become one of the most popular marine sports in Japan. Ap-
proximately, a total of half million leisure divers had obtained the official diving cer-
tification, the “C” card, by the end of 1990 in Japan.

The “C” card is granted by scuba diving instructors who possess the Instructor’s
license. Nearly 30 different scuba diving organizations have become the official licens-
ees to offer this Instructor’s license.

Fulltime scuba diving instructors, so called Specialists, firmly believe that this In-
structor’s license is very important to maintain the quality of the instructors and
secure their profession. Nevertheless, there is no official standard or curricular among
those organizations. Thus, the purpose of this study was to investigate the significance
of the Instructor’s license.

A total of 500 self-administered written questionnaires were distributed to several
scuba diving organizations. Of the 500, 227 questionnaires were returned to the research-
ers (return rate of 45.4%). Main questions were related to the significance of the In-
structor’s license. Experience of scuba diving, personal background and other items
were included in the questionnaire.

Within the limitations of this study, the main findings regarding significance of
the Instructor’s license were as follows ;

Advantages for the Instructor’s license holders were to be able to develop teach-
ing competency, to acquire specific knowledge and market information, and to build
social network in this business.

* BB AH K¥ National Institute of Fitness and Sports in Kanoya, Kagoshima, Japan.
* ok EEIE NP BRI R Japan Association of Under Water Exploration
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There is no advantage for the holders to improve their social status, income, nor

job status.
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