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Society and Education in Modern Japan

— Moral and physical degenaration in children and adolescents —

Nobuyasu HIRASAWA*

Abstract

Education in modern Japan has succeeded in raising the percentage of school
attendance. In the present, Japanese pupils are achieving distinction in international
comparative tests. Modern education has helped Japanese economy to develop, be-
cause it has produced a diligent and competent work force.

However, recently pathological issues have been involved in Japanese education.
Since the middle of the 1970s, many problems have occured in schools in Japan. Vio-
lence against teachers and parents is wide-spread in schools and homes respectively.
Bulling, persecution, school-phobia, senior high school drop-outs, rigorous school
regulations and so on, are all common phenomena.

The aim of this papar is to describe the pathology of education today in Japan
from a sociological point of view.

The first chapter deals with the excess of education, and associated deviation.
The second chapter discusses social changes in postwar Japan, especially within the
family, the community, etc. The third chapter describes recent changes in the atmo-
sphere in schools. The last chapter deals with both mental and physical disorders
among Japanese children and adolescents.
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