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A Study of a Specific Feature of Japanese Budo
—Through the Study of ‘Suriashi‘ in Kendo—

Hisashi OTsuBo*

Abstract

It is argued some authors that, when we consider it as a cultural phenomenon,
Japanese Budo (the Way(moral principle to follow) of behaving for Samurai) seems
to have an aspect which is the core of the feature of Japanese culture. A cultural
phenomenon ought to have a Steadfast faith as its core even though it has undergone
various changes through ages. Japanese culture itself, whatever changes it has undergone,
could not have developed its specific feature without a Steadfast faith as its core.

Thus the specific feature of Budo as a cultural phenomenon is thought to lie in
the fact that its core or Steadfast faith was shaped by old ’Shinto’ (the Way of living
according to the Nature) and has been handed down from generation to generation,
being influenced in its long history by such ideas as Buddhism, Confucianism and Taoism,
and blended with various elements. Kendo again with that feature of Budo as its
core, is thought to have a tendency to seek the Way.

We shall study in this paper that specific feature of Japanese Budo through the
study of ’Suriashi’(A sliding walk) in Kendo.

KEY WORDS : Shinto, Nokobunka, Steadfast faith, Suriashi.
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