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A Cultural Characteristics of Budo
in terms of the Oral Tradition of Togo-Chui ( Jigen-School)

Terushi MURAYAMA¥

Abstract

Togo-Chui (1561-1643), the founder of Jigen-school, left his legacy 400 years ago
in terms of the oral tradition, which aims to explain both the spiritual state and skillful
manners of its performers. For that purpose, he applied a number of metaphors based
on the philosophies of Shintoism, Buddhism, and Confusianism. Those metaphors seem
to help us understand and appreciate the secrets of Jigen -school in terms of its spiritual
state and skillful manners.

Togo-Chui refers to “Samsai” (heaven, ground and human), for example, interpreting
it that heaven, ground and human beings are respectively resourceful. He states that
human beings are as resourceful as heaven and ground because they were created
out of them. This resource, reflecting the original state of nature, is called the state
of “selflessness and altruism.” Therefore, he claims, human beings, who are originally
unselfish altruists, become desirous only after their birth.

In Jigen-school, the spiritual state and skillful manners are to help exclude those
desires through asceitc practices, to gain the state of “selflessness and altruism,” and
win the fight against opponents. In short, they explain how to reach the state of
unselfish altruism. This philosophy of resource is illustrated, for example, through
the God’s Spirit of Shintoism, the Reasoned Spirit of Buddhism, and many other
metaphors.

This paper aims to culturally study and interpret the essence of Jigen-school in
terms of the process stated above.
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