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The Medieval Japanese Warrior’s Ethics in “the TAIHEIKI STORY”
—The Ethical Difference of the 13th-Century Kamakura-Bushi
from the 14th-Century Basara-Bushi—

Masayuki KopaMA*

Abstract

After he retired from the world, Kenko Yoshida, most famous Japanese essayist
in the early 14th century, highly praised the 13th-century Kamakura-bushi (warriors)
by describing them in his well-known essay, “Tsurezure-gusa”, one of the greatest
Japanese classical literary legacy and possibly compared to those works by Montaigne
in terms of its keen insight into human life.

Yoshida’s keen inclination toward the Kamakura-bushi seems to be quite significant,
considering his former status as an aristocrat who was in constant antagonism with
the warriors. In my view, he worshiped the Kamakura-bushi, who he believed tried
in their life to value not only poverty and physical discipline but also their loyalties
both to their lord and their fellows.

On the contrary, to Yoshida’s regret, his contemporary Basara-bushi, influential
gangsters in the 14th century, can be characterized by their destructive manners and
persistent resistance to the established social orders and all kinds of authority.

It seems to me that human beings could live like both angels and beasts. What
is the ethical difference of the 13th-century Kamakura-bushi from the 14th-century
Basara-bushi then ? In this paper, [ intend to clarify this point by focussing and discussing
their historical backgrounds.
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