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The Mathematical Mind and The Intuitive Mind
— Pascal’s Structure of Reason —

Masayuki Kopama®

Abstract

According to Pascal, we have three kinds of powers of recognition, viz: SENSES (SENS),

REASON (RAISON), HEART (C(EUR)
REASON has two functions.

One is typified by geometry.

Pascal, who was very good at

mathematics, named this sort of REASON “The Mathematical Mind” (esprit de géométrie).

The other function can be observed in daily life.
He made a very clear distinction between these two

“The Intuitive Mind” (esprit de finesse).
kinds of REASON.

Pascal named that sort of REASON

In this paper [ clarify Pascal’s Structure of Reason, consisting of “the Mathematical Mind”

and“the Intuitive Mind".
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