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Abstract

Launched by Education Ministry in 1987 with an initial 848 participants from four
countries, the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Program has allowed young people from
overseas to work in Japanese middle and high schools as language teaching assistants. The
expansion of the program, with the participants in 1993 numbering 3,785, has raised varied
questions among middle and high school English teachers. Also, the spring of 1994 is to see
the implementation of a new communication-oriented curriculum in high school English educa-
tion, which is likely to stir further discussion among English educators throughout the nation.

In addition, the “JET effect” appears to have extended to the college level; the spring of
1993 saw Japanese colleges enrolling members of the “AET generation” who had experienced six
years of English classes with AETs. Such students must have not only studied the English
language but also sensed or realized all phases of cross-cultural communication through team-
teaching conducted by JTEs and AETs. In a way, they had been exposed to a course of
international exchanges in their real school life. [ wonder how such global circumstance could
affect their anticipation in terms of English education at college level.

College English education has been practiced with traditional methods so far, independent
of its lower level counterpart. However, could it sustain such a posture without considering a
new wave brought by the JET program? In order to search for a way to meet the needs of the
“AET generation,” I conducted a survey among NIFS students and a number of AETs in
Kagoshima prefecture and in other places as well.

The result suggests that English education in Japan needs to be coordinated from middle
school level through college level. Also the majority of the “AET generation” ranked team-
teaching in their college classes as their second most important priority in the questionnaire
(first was studying English abroad). Under these circumstances, college English education
should undergo a course of reform, such as introducing team-teaching, which will produce
cross-cultural interactions among JTEs, NETs (Native English Teachers) and students.

In order to have students gain cross-cultural awareness through English education, the
JTEs could perform role models as internationally-minded Japanese with their own identities.
Eventually college English teachers are to share with their middle and high school counterparts
in those challenges brought by the JET program. It could be concluded that English education
should be integrated through the whole educational level in light of “internationalization” of
Japan.
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1. I enjoy/ed working and living in Japan.
2. I enjoy/ed teaching English/foreign language to Japanese students.
3. I enjoy/ed team-teaching with Japanese teachers of English.
4 . I have/had difficulty/trouble communicating with Japanese students.
5. I have/had difficulty team-teaching with Japanese English teachers.
Most of the time Sometimes Seldom Never B
A 14 1 0 0 15
1 B 12 1 0 0 13
at 26 2 0 0 28
A 10 5 0 0 15
2 B 8 5 0 0 13
&t 18 10 0 0 28
A 5 8 3 0 16
3 B 5 5 2 0 12
& 10 13 5 0 28
A 1 10 4 0 15
4 B 1 9 3 0 13
EIN 2 19 7 0 28
A 2 10 3 0 15
5 B 1 8 3 0 12
&t 3 18 6 0 27
6. I am/was keenly interested in English language education in Japan.
7. The JET program is useful for improving teaching English in Japan.
12. The JET program contributes to the “internationalization” of Japan.
13. I contribute/d to the “internationalization” of Japan as AET/ALT.
I agree [ agree somewhat |I disagree somewhat I disagree &t
A 5 4. 5 1 15
6 B 6 6 1 0 13
&t 11 10 6 1 28
A 3 7 4 0 14
7 B 6 6 1 0 13
Bl 9 13 5 0 27
A 3 8 2 0 13
12 B 5 7 1 0 13
18 8 15 3 0 26
A 7 6 2 0 15
13| B 6 7 0 0 13
&t 3 13 2 0 28
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program?
(JET 7029 5i0id, £ L) RER?H
HEBWETD,)
A) YAFLCHEMESRELNT, T4 -4
F 4 —F T RITUOEEIRITA,
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Q14. How do you think the JET program can be
improved to meet the “internationalization” of
Japan?
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FNEHEY ) EDTRELEDLH I FI NI AT
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AET/ALT QUESTIONNAIRE June 1993
Name (optional) Age Nationality
Sex Profession Degree (Major)

The period you ('ve) wotrked as an AET/ALT in Japan
From 19 to 19 AND From 19 to 19

The school/organization you belong/ed to

(prefecture, city, town, district, school) Prefecture

PLEASE CIRCLE THE ANSWERS THAT ARE MOST APPROPRIATE FOR YOU:

1. Ienjoy/ed working and living in Japan. a. b c d
a. Most of the time. b. Sometimes. ¢ . Seldom. d. Never.

2. I enjoy/ed teaching English/foreign language to Japanese students. a. b. ¢ d
a. Most of the time. b. Sometimes. c¢. Seldom. d. Never.

3. lenjoy/ed team-teaching with Japanese teachers of English. a. b ¢ d
a. Most of the time. b. Sometimes. c¢. Seldom. d. Never.

4 . 1 have/had difficulty/trouble communicating with Japanese students. a. b, ¢ d

a. Most of the time. b. Sometimes. c¢. Seldom. d. Never.
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5. I'have/had difficulty team-teaching with Japanese English teachers.

a. Most of the time. b. Sometimes. c¢. Seldom. d. Never.
6. lam/was keenly interested in English language education in Japan.

a. I agree. b. I agree somewhat. c. I disagree somewhat. d. I disagree.
7. The JET program is useful for improving teaching English in Japan.

a. I agree. b. [ agree somewhat. c¢. I disagree somewhat. d. I disagree.

8. What have you found most frustrating while teaching Japanese students?

9. How beneficial have you found your AET/ALT experience?

10. What deficiency have you found in the JET program?

11. What does “internationalization” mean to you? (Continue overleaf, if necessary)

12. The JET program contributes to the “internationalization” of Japan.

a. I agree. b. I agree somewhat. c. [ disagree somewhat. d. I disagree.
13. I contribute/d to the “internationalization” of Japan as AET/ALT.

a. I agree. b. I agree somewhat. c¢. I disagree somewhat. d. I disagree.

14. How do you think the JET program can be improved to meet the “internationalization” of Japan?

Thank you very much for your cooperation. Kazuko Miyashita
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