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On Pascal’s Severe Criticism of Descartes

— Why was Descartes’ Philosophy “Useless and Uncertain” ? —

Masayuki KODAMA®

Abstract

Pascal was not only a physical scientist, but also a very pious Christian.

Pascal was

a Cartesian who drew a clear distinction between the soul and the body. However, he

severely criticized the philosophy of Descartes for being “useless and uncertain”.

he criticize it in these terms ?

Why did

The two significant reasons why Pascal severely criticized Cartesian philosophy were

as follows.

(1) In his philosophy he needed God for the mere purpose of setting the world in motion.

But such a God is “One of philosophers and scholars”.

was “uncertain’.

Therefore Descartes’ philosophy

(2) In his philosophy he would never speak of the religious truth: “God of love and

consolation”.
salvation, it's “useless”.

As such Cartesian philosophy has nothing to do with our spiritual

KEY WORDS : Pascal, Descartes, useless and uncertain
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