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Sport accidents and the responsibilities of sports promoters

— A study of judicial precedents in sport and recreation 4 —

Yoshihisa MIURA®

Abstract

In this article I examine responsibilities of sports promoters through reviewing about
thirty judicial precedents which deal with injuries received during participation in sports
or leisure time activities.

Here sports promoters include a variety of persons, namely not only sporting
practitioners who are coaches, physical educators, but also sporting administrators who are
sports club owners, sporting event practitioners and sport enterprise managers and include
both natural persons and artifical persons like voluntary associations, corporations, the
national government and local governments.

The concept of the increased scope of sport promoters is necessary in some situations.
For they similarly have legal duties to protect sport players from injury.

But more specifically I highlight such problems as liability for injury to popular
participants that is inherent in the sporting practitioners.

In case-law-sporting practitioners have three kinds of liability : contract liability, tort
liability or criminal liability for sports injuries. The last case is rare.

[ review various problems of such civil liablity as contract liablity and tort liability.
Contract liablity appears recently in the judicial precedents. And tort liability has many
various issues. :

[ examine the details of tort liability and explore requirement, scope, degree and
limitation of legal care without which liability exists.

Finally this article discusses, the duty a participant owes to himself to refrain from
reckless misconduct in the course of a sport game. For practitioners liability to partici-
pants more or less depends on participants behaviour itself.

KEY WORD : Sport promoter, legal duty, sporting practioner, sports accidents, liabilty, legal care

* FERMFH A% National Institute of Fitness and Sports in Kanoya, Kagoshima, Japan.
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