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The Medieval Japanese Warrior’s Ethics as Exemplified by Yoriyoshi Minamoto
(The 11th-century Leader of the Minamoto Clan) in The Konjaku Tales

Masayuki KODAMA®*

Abstract

It was the 12th-century leader Yoritomo Minamoto who formed the first
political government of the warrior, by the warrior, for the warrior in Japanese
history. He profoundly respected his 11th-century ancestor Yoriyoshi as the leader of
the Minamoto Clan.

Yoriyoshi was the first great leader of the warriors in Sagami (Kanagawa
prefecture). It was thanks to him that his descendant Yoritomo was able to form
the first political government of the warriors in Sagami. How strong were the
connections that Yoriyoshi formed with the Sagami warriors (1)? How did he live
spiritually in Sagami (2)? In this paper I clarify these two points through 7The
Konjaku Tales.

Conclusion (1) : The strong personal relationship between Yoriyoshi and his
servants in Sagami is known through their battles against the Abe family, which
was powerful in the Tohoku district and was called ‘EMISHI (barbarian)’. For
example, Tsunenori Saeki died a martyr to Yoriyoshi, mistakenly convinced of his
master’s death.

Conclusion (2) : What was of great importance in Yoriyoshi’s spiritual life were
the following things: wisdom and cunning (including political plots), his faith in the
“Japanese mars” (Hachiman), and his respect for the Japanese emperor.
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